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Newspaper Clips 
February 16, 2016 

IIT Delhi on Boil Over Film Screening Based on Kashmir  

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/iit-delhi-on-boil-over-film-screening-based-on-kashmir-1455538008-1  

Centre of Social Science and Humanities at the IIT, Delhi for the last six months watch films on weekends at 5 

pm and hold discussions with the director. But recently the screening proceedings got disrupted and viewers 

were asked to explain whether the screening was in any sense ‘anti-national’. The film that got screened was 

named Khooj Diy Baarav (On a Trail of Vanished Blood) directed by Iffat Fatima, shot in Kashmir. 

According to students who have seen the screening of the film, “There was a heated exchange between those 

who watched and those protested the screening.” The film society in the institute was formed to encourage 

student’s engagement in meaningful cinema. The centre head, Ravinder Kaur said, “We should have the 

freedom to discuss a whole range of opinions, and centre such as IITs, should retain the right to discuss 

sensitive issues that cinema often raises in its audience.” She further said that she is hopeful that the centre will 

continue to show meaningful cinema to its students for their overall holistic philosophical and social 

development. 

According to the department sources, the students who disrupted the screening session were not against those 

who were watching the film but against the director. Though, the behavior of the disruptive students was 

unacceptable by the institute standards. The film society is screening meaningful and contemporary films to its 

students for the last six months and conducts lengthy discussions with the director of the films often. Institute 

director Mr. Thyagarajan will discuss the matter with the centre on Wednesday. 

IITs look to nurture start-ups, host companies’ R&D centres 

Institutes look beyond incubation centres to bigger facilities that will operate as registered not-for-profit firms  

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/CnutyXqAGBjbYLrYNWr8oI/IITs-look-to-nurture-startups-host-companies-

RD-centres.html 

Tanuj Jhunjhunwala, 24, quit his job in a multinational car maker to return to his alma mater, the Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT), Madras, to start an underwater robotics company. A year on he is gung-ho about 

his decision. 

“IIT Madras gave me space, helped in business strategy and provided mentoring. The brand IIT, and its alumni 

network helped me in networking and getting possible clients,” said Jhunjhunwala, co-founder of 

Planystech.com. “Now, I have a couple of clients for whom we are doing underwater robotic inspections—and 

the credit goes to my IIT.” 

Planystech is one of around 40 start-ups working out of the IIT Madras research park. In the next six months, 

their numbers are slated to go up to 200. Along with the start-ups, IIT Madras will also host some 75 research 

and development centres of established companies—three times their current number. 

IITs across India are focusing on nurturing start-ups and housing the R&D centres of established firms in order 

to forge closer industry-academic collaborations and promote the government’s Make in India manufacturing 

campaign. 

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/iit-delhi-on-boil-over-film-screening-based-on-kashmir-1455538008-1
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/CnutyXqAGBjbYLrYNWr8oI/IITs-look-to-nurture-startups-host-companies-RD-centres.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/CnutyXqAGBjbYLrYNWr8oI/IITs-look-to-nurture-startups-host-companies-RD-centres.html
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“There are two key purpose of this—better industry-academia relations in teaching and learning, and help start-

ups and innovation,” said Krishnan Balasubramanian, dean of industrial consultancy and sponsored research at 

IIT Madras. 

Balasubramanian said the second phase of the research park is almost over and that he is hopeful of building a 

better innovation ecosystem at IIT Madras. “Companies can do joint research, give consultancy work, make use 

of the labs if required and mentor young companies wherever there is a possibility,” he said.  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke about IIT Madras during the Start-up India event last month and promised 

to help set up seven such facilities across the country. 

According to IIT Madras, several IITs and National Institutes of Technology (NITs) are in touch with them to 

develop similar facilities in their campuses. 

Like IIT Madras, IIT Delhi too is setting up facilities worth over Rs.450 crore and authorities at the IIT said that 

other than housing dozens of R&D centres, it aims to house nearly 100 start-ups. “The HRD (human resource 

development) ministry is giving us some money and we are raising some more funds from companies and 

through sponsored research works,” said Suneet Tuli, dean of R&D at IIT Delhi. 

Both IIT alumni and outsiders with a good business proposal can operate and obtain these facilities. “It just 

needs to be a good executable idea. For companies, we like those having a definite plan,” said Tuli. 

The institutes say these are not simple incubation centres that are already in operation but much bigger facilities 

that will operate as not-for-profit registered firms. “Educational institutions’ research often don’t translate to 

commercial products. The effort now is to change that—if companies can coexist with an IIT, you will see more 

tangible products. We are very strong in sectors like aviation, telecom, semiconductors, etc., and after we put in 

place a facility like IIT Madras, we can hope to see more prototypes and products outside the lab,” said 

Kameshwari Mangalampalli, chief operating officer of IIT Bombay’s research park. 

“By the next financial year (April 2016 to March 2017), we are hoping to start a centre that can house several 

companies. At least four have already signed expression of interest agreements with us. It will help in research, 

consultancy as well jobs for our student,” Mangalampalli said, adding that a permanent research park will be 

ready by 2018, which will house over 30 R&D centres in a 250,000 sq. ft area that will be scaled up to 1 million 

sq. ft over a period of time. “The aim is not to develop a rental model but innovation model that has multiple 

benefits,” she added. 

Likewise, IIT Kharagpur and IIT Kanpur have also started the process of setting up similar facilities, and IIT 

Madras says NIT Tiruchirappalli too is interested in setting up one. 

So are IITs only eyeing private companies for such collaborations? Not exactly, said Siddhartha Panda, 

associate dean (industrial collaboration) at IIT Kanpur. “We have a tie-up with BHEL (Bharat Heavy 

Electronics Ltd), ONGC (Oil and Natural Gas Corp. Ltd), Indian Railways, etc., among others,” said Panda. 

Firms are certainly not complaining. “The Applied Materials-IIT Bombay partnership combines Applied’s 

leadership in materials engineering with IIT Bombay’s research expertise to create one of the most 

comprehensive industry-academia collaborations in the world. It serves as a great benchmark of how a global 

innovation-focused company and a leading research university can work together to provide foundational skills 

for a developing industry. We are proud to be at the forefront of creating a strong ecosystem in India to support 

the growth of domestic semiconductor manufacturing,” Om Nalamasu, senior vice-president and chief 

technology officer of Applied Materials Inc., said in a post on the IIT Bombay website. It has come as an 

anchor client for IIT Bombay’s research park initiative.  
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Similarly Titan, which makes watches, jewellery and lifestyle products, has opened an innovation hub at IIT 

Madras that it says “will have the opportunity to tap into the research wealth of one of the leading technology 

institutions in the country. The IITM Research Park will enable Titan to leverage the specialized expertise of the 

faculty and students and to utilize their facilities, labs, etc.”. 

Jhunjhunwala of Planystech said the co-habitation has a multiplier effect. “While start-ups get to see bigger 

firms, students do go there for internships, part-time jobs and a bigger exposure. You also get to see internal 

industry stalwarts giving lectures, sharing success stories and sharing their thoughts on new ones. It’s a win-win 

for start-ups, IITs and companies.” 

IIT (K), ICMR join hands for joint research  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/science/iit-k-icmr-join-hands-for-joint-research/articleshow/50993684.cms 

NEW DELHI: Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur and Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) are 
collaborating for joint research, exchange of faculty and students as well as tapping into international scientists and 
entrepreneurs under 'Global Initiative of Academic Networks' ( GIAN).  

The two institutes are also planning to jointly set up a research centre at IIT Kharagpur for long-term research, according 
to PP Chakrabarti, director of IIT Kharagpur.  

But for now, the two institutes are collaborating to facilitate student exchange programmes for a short duration, such as 
summer/winter terms or short courses, or for a longer duration not exceeding two semesters. The tuition fee will also be 
waived off for students who participate in the exchange programme.  

"This collaboration will facilitate doctors to study in an engineering and technology institution and engineers to study at 
ICMR, thus providing a platform for interdisciplinary academics and leading further to integrated research aimed 
towards promoting meeting the healthcare needs of the country", said Chakrabarti.  

Under the IMPRINT programme, IIT KGP (as nodal centre for Healthcare for all IITs, NIITs and IISc) and ICMR will work 
together to identify research and technology requirements in the healthcare space.  
 
The two institutes will also jointly chalk out academic activities such as short course, seminars, workshops or 
conferences based on mutual interests and available expertise in both the institutions. The two institutes are also 
exploring joint research in technology for distance and computer-based learning.  
 
ICMR institutions and medical institutions identified by ICMR will explore participation in the National Digital Library 
project coordinated by IIT KGP. Both institutes will also look at collaborations with other science and technology 
departments/medical institutes/IITs/universities.  
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'65% enrolments for IIM MOOCs are international' 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/65-enrolments-for-IIM-MOOCs-are-

international/articleshow/50989678.cms  

Bengaluru: The IIM-Bangalore's tie-up with edX platform to offer students world-class education free of cost 

has many takers from foreign countries. Almost 65% of enrolments are international students while the rest 

are Indians. Of the 90,000 to 1 lakh foreign learners, 15% are from the US, 3% from Europe and 1.2% from 

African nations. 

The Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) allows students to sit in the comfort of their homes and attend 

classes of faculty at top universities worldwide. 

"MOOC is the new digital learning technology which can be used by young Indian professionals and students. 

It'll change the face of higher education in India. It can be made accessible to colleges in Tier 2 and Tier 3 

colleges and in places where it's not available. Today, every student has a smart phone but she does not know 

about MOOCs or is not encouraged to take it up. In rural areas, there is tremendous young talent and a thirst 

to learn, but there's no internet connectivity. We'll collate the success stories of Indian students who attend 

MOOCs and share them to encourage others," IIM-B director Sushil Vachani said. 

"We did a special session on MOOCs in some Hubballi colleges and educated them about it. Parents too 

should understand that MOOCs is not a substitute for education but a supplement," he added 

Great! Hope this is going to help students. Each and every MP/MLA should take session from IIT's.Nazeer Khan 

"There's a wide range of professionals from CEOs to engineers taking MOOCs. They also come from 

unconventional backgrounds like store owners in operations management," Ramya Srinivasan, manager, 

IIMBx, said. 

IIM-B recently announced a one-day faculty development programme. This aims to enhance their skills in 

imparting management education in their business schools by blending MOOCs with in-class facilitation and 

teaching. 

Campus revolution under Smriti Irani, BHU to hire experts to 

teach students about ill-effects of western culture 

http://www.jantakareporter.com/india/campus-revolution-under-smriti-irani-bhu-to-hire-experts-to-teach-

students-about-ill-effects-of-western-culture/38025 

As part of the ongoing ‘revolution’ across campuses under Union HRD Minister, Smriti Irani, the Banaras 

Hindu University has come up with ‘path-breaking’ idea to arm its students with incredibly enlightening 

knowledge i.e. the evils of western culture. 

If the Indian Express report is anything to go by, then the university, which has 33,000 students enrolled for 

various courses, is all set to include a special orientation campaign to make students aware of the “ill-effects of 

western culture” as part of its ongoing year-long centennial celebrations. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/65-enrolments-for-IIM-MOOCs-are-international/articleshow/50989678.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/65-enrolments-for-IIM-MOOCs-are-international/articleshow/50989678.cms
http://www.jantakareporter.com/india/campus-revolution-under-smriti-irani-bhu-to-hire-experts-to-teach-students-about-ill-effects-of-western-culture/38025
http://www.jantakareporter.com/india/campus-revolution-under-smriti-irani-bhu-to-hire-experts-to-teach-students-about-ill-effects-of-western-culture/38025
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BHU’s Public Relation Officer Rajesh Singh told the newspaper that the campaign’s objective was “to make 

students aware of what is right and what is wrong.” 

The idea is a brainchild of the university Vice Chancellor, GC Tripathi, who blames the western phenomena 

such as the Valentine’s Day celebrations for many prevalent evils in Indian society. 

Tripathi said that Valentine’s Day should not be celebrated on the BHU campus as it formed part of the western 

culture. 

Teams of professors have been entrusted with the responsibilities to visit hostels classes and any areas on the 

campus, where students gather to lecture them on moral values ethics. 

What’s more, the university has sought the services of ‘non-BHU intellectuals’ , who will frequently dine with 

students in the hostels and visit them for orientation 

Singh said that vulnerable students would also be urged to “remain alert” about the ill-effects of the western 

culture such as “live-in relationships” and “misuse of Internet.” 

“A skill development centre has also been established where students will be taught about Yoga, meditation and 

personality development,” the university PRO was quoted by the paper. 

 

IIT – B records 99 species during Campus Bird Count  

http://www.iamin.in/en/mumbai-north-east/news/iit-%E2%80%93-b-records-99-species-during-campus-bird-count-

85312 

  

Grey Headed Swamphen at IIT-B  Pic Courtesy: Madhushri Mudke 

99 species of birds were spotted at IIT-B by groups of bird watchers while participating in the second edition of 

Campus Bird Counts 2016 in collaboration with the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC). 

http://www.iamin.in/en/mumbai-north-east/news/iit-%E2%80%93-b-records-99-species-during-campus-bird-count-85312
http://www.iamin.in/en/mumbai-north-east/news/iit-%E2%80%93-b-records-99-species-during-campus-bird-count-85312
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The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT-B) has been a hotspot for spotting maximum number of different bird 

species during the annual bird count event. The bird count that started on February 12 will conclude on 

Febraury 15. 

 

A group of over 20 bird watchers participated in the bird count at IIT-B campus. 55 species of birds were 

documented near IIT-B Boat House Road. Few of the birds like, Lesser-whistling Duck, Flycatchers, Little 

Cormorant, Asian Pied Starling, Grey-headed Swamphen, Red-Vented Bulbul were spotted near IIT-B campus. 

Indian Spot Billed Duck 

 

The bird count was taken at three different locations in IIT including IIT-B campus (99 bird species), IIT-B 

Boat House Road (45 birds species) and Powai Lake (55 birds species). 

 

As per the bird watchers, there has been an increase in the number of campus bird counts this year. From 

Mumbai, the bird count happened at various institutions like IIT-B, St. Xavier’s College, Bhavan’s College, 

Symphony at Chandivali and others. 

 

According to the e-bird data, Maharashtra is at the fourth place for the bird count this year. 

 

Talking about the bird count at IIT-B campus, Madhushri Mudke, who participated in the bird count event said, 

“The campus is connected to the Powai Lake and Sanjay Gandhi National Park because of which many 

different species of common as well as migratory birds are spotted in and around the campus. 20 to 25 people 

joined the group to spot birds in the IIT-B area during the weekend. Many migratory birds and flycatchers can 

be spotted near the IIT-B Boat House and Powai Lake area during the winter season.” 

Asian Pied Starling at IIT-B 

 

“It is good to see many people coming forward and showing their interest in watching birds and helping to 
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document them. The event is a conservation model which is helpful in creating more awareness about the birds 

among the citizens. Earlier, the bird watchers used equipments like binocular for the bird count but now people 

come up with cameras too. It is good to see people coming together, form groups and socialize with each other 

while documenting the birds in our surrounding,” said Mudke, co-ordinator of Campus Bird Count. 

 

Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) 
The other places in Mumbai where the bird counts were conducted apart from institutes include Bhandup 

Pumping Station (27 birds species), Lokhandwala Mangroves at Andheri West (34 birds species). 

 


