Page 10f 16

Newspaper Clips
February 16, 2016

IIT Delhi on Boil Over Film Screening Based on Kashmir

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/iit-delhi-on-boil-over-film-screening-based-on-kashmir-1455538008-1

Centre of Social Science and Humanities at the 11T, Delhi for the last six months watch films on weekends at 5
pm and hold discussions with the director. But recently the screening proceedings got disrupted and viewers
were asked to explain whether the screening was in any sense ‘anti-national’. The film that got screened was
named Khooj Diy Baarav (On a Trail of Vanished Blood) directed by Iffat Fatima, shot in Kashmir.

According to students who have seen the screening of the film, “There was a heated exchange between those
who watched and those protested the screening.” The film society in the institute was formed to encourage
student’s engagement in meaningful cinema. The centre head, Ravinder Kaur said, “We should have the
freedom to discuss a whole range of opinions, and centre such as I1Ts, should retain the right to discuss
sensitive issues that cinema often raises in its audience.” She further said that she is hopeful that the centre will
continue to show meaningful cinema to its students for their overall holistic philosophical and social
development.

According to the department sources, the students who disrupted the screening session were not against those
who were watching the film but against the director. Though, the behavior of the disruptive students was
unacceptable by the institute standards. The film society is screening meaningful and contemporary films to its
students for the last six months and conducts lengthy discussions with the director of the films often. Institute
director Mr. Thyagarajan will discuss the matter with the centre on Wednesday.

IITs look to nurture start-ups, host companies’ R&D centres

Institutes look beyond incubation centres to bigger facilities that will operate as registered not-for-profit firms

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/Cnuty XqAGBjbYLrYNWTr8ol/l1Ts-look-to-nurture-startups-host-companies-
RD-centres.html

Tanuj Jhunjhunwala, 24, quit his job in a multinational car maker to return to his alma mater, the Indian
Institute of Technology (I1T), Madras, to start an underwater robotics company. A year on he is gung-ho about
his decision.

“IIT Madras gave me space, helped in business strategy and provided mentoring. The brand IIT, and its alumni
network helped me in networking and getting possible clients,” said Jhunjhunwala, co-founder of
Planystech.com. “Now, I have a couple of clients for whom we are doing underwater robotic inspections—and
the credit goes to my IIT.”

Planystech is one of around 40 start-ups working out of the IIT Madras research park. In the next six months,
their numbers are slated to go up to 200. Along with the start-ups, IT Madras will also host some 75 research
and development centres of established companies—three times their current number.

I1Ts across India are focusing on nurturing start-ups and housing the R&D centres of established firms in order
to forge closer industry-academic collaborations and promote the government’s Make in India manufacturing
campaign.
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“There are two key purpose of this—Dbetter industry-academia relations in teaching and learning, and help start-
ups and innovation,” said Krishnan Balasubramanian, dean of industrial consultancy and sponsored research at
II'T Madras.

Balasubramanian said the second phase of the research park is almost over and that he is hopeful of building a
better innovation ecosystem at [IT Madras. “Companies can do joint research, give consultancy work, make use
of the labs if required and mentor young companies wherever there is a possibility,” he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke about II'T Madras during the Start-up India event last month and promised
to help set up seven such facilities across the country.

According to IIT Madras, several 1ITs and National Institutes of Technology (NITs) are in touch with them to
develop similar facilities in their campuses.

Like IIT Madras, IIT Delhi too is setting up facilities worth over Rs.450 crore and authorities at the 1T said that
other than housing dozens of R&D centres, it aims to house nearly 100 start-ups. “The HRD (human resource
development) ministry is giving us some money and we are raising some more funds from companies and
through sponsored research works,” said Suneet Tuli, dean of R&D at IIT Delhi.

Both 1T alumni and outsiders with a good business proposal can operate and obtain these facilities. “It just
needs to be a good executable idea. For companies, we like those having a definite plan,” said Tuli.

The institutes say these are not simple incubation centres that are already in operation but much bigger facilities
that will operate as not-for-profit registered firms. “Educational institutions’ research often don’t translate to
commercial products. The effort now is to change that—if companies can coexist with an 11T, you will see more
tangible products. We are very strong in sectors like aviation, telecom, semiconductors, etc., and after we put in
place a facility like IIT Madras, we can hope to see more prototypes and products outside the lab,” said
Kameshwari Mangalampalli, chief operating officer of IIT Bombay’s research park.

“By the next financial year (April 2016 to March 2017), we are hoping to start a centre that can house several
companies. At least four have already signed expression of interest agreements with us. It will help in research,
consultancy as well jobs for our student,” Mangalampalli said, adding that a permanent research park will be
ready by 2018, which will house over 30 R&D centres in a 250,000 sq. ft area that will be scaled up to 1 million
sq. ft over a period of time. “The aim is not to develop a rental model but innovation model that has multiple
benefits,” she added.

Likewise, IIT Kharagpur and IIT Kanpur have also started the process of setting up similar facilities, and 11T
Madras says NIT Tiruchirappalli too is interested in setting up one.

So are IITs only eyeing private companies for such collaborations? Not exactly, said Siddhartha Panda,
associate dean (industrial collaboration) at IIT Kanpur. “We have a tie-up with BHEL (Bharat Heavy
Electronics Ltd), ONGC (Oil and Natural Gas Corp. Ltd), Indian Railways, etc., among others,” said Panda.

Firms are certainly not complaining. “The Applied Materials-IIT Bombay partnership combines Applied’s
leadership in materials engineering with IIT Bombay’s research expertise to create one of the most
comprehensive industry-academia collaborations in the world. It serves as a great benchmark of how a global
innovation-focused company and a leading research university can work together to provide foundational skills
for a developing industry. We are proud to be at the forefront of creating a strong ecosystem in India to support
the growth of domestic semiconductor manufacturing,” Om Nalamasu, senior vice-president and chief
technology officer of Applied Materials Inc., said in a post on the 11T Bombay website. It has come as an
anchor client for IIT Bombay’s research park initiative.
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Similarly Titan, which makes watches, jewellery and lifestyle products, has opened an innovation hub at IIT
Madras that it says “will have the opportunity to tap into the research wealth of one of the leading technology
institutions in the country. The 1ITM Research Park will enable Titan to leverage the specialized expertise of the
faculty and students and to utilize their facilities, labs, etc.”.

Jhunjhunwala of Planystech said the co-habitation has a multiplier effect. “While start-ups get to see bigger
firms, students do go there for internships, part-time jobs and a bigger exposure. You also get to see internal

industry stalwarts giving lectures, sharing success stories and sharing their thoughts on new ones. It’s a win-win
for start-ups, IITs and companies.”

IIT (K), ICMR join hands for joint research

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/science/iit-k-icmr-join-hands-for-joint-research/articleshow/50993684.cms

NEW DELHI: Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur and Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) are
collaborating for joint research, exchange of faculty and students as well as tapping into international scientists and
entrepreneurs under 'Global Initiative of Academic Networks' ( GIAN).

The two institutes are also planning to jointly set up a research centre at IIT Kharagpur for long-term research, according
to PP Chakrabarti, director of IIT Kharagpur.

But for now, the two institutes are collaborating to facilitate student exchange programmes for a short duration, such as
summer/winter terms or short courses, or for a longer duration not exceeding two semesters. The tuition fee will also be
waived off for students who participate in the exchange programme.

"This collaboration will facilitate doctors to study in an engineering and technology institution and engineers to study at
ICMR, thus providing a platform for interdisciplinary academics and leading further to integrated research aimed
towards promoting meeting the healthcare needs of the country", said Chakrabarti.

Under the IMPRINT programme, |IT KGP (as nodal centre for Healthcare for all [ITs, NlITs and 1ISc) and ICMR will work
together to identify research and technology requirements in the healthcare space.

The two institutes will also jointly chalk out academic activities such as short course, seminars, workshops or
conferences based on mutual interests and available expertise in both the institutions. The two institutes are also
exploring joint research in technology for distance and computer-based learning.

ICMR institutions and medical institutions identified by ICMR will explore participation in the National Digital Library
project coordinated by IIT KGP. Both institutes will also look at collaborations with other science and technology
departments/medical institutes/IITs/universities.
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DU gets new V-C

Starr REPORTER

NEW DELHI: Professor Yogesh
Tyagi, the Dean of Law Faculty
at South Asian University, was
formally announced as the
new Vice-Chancellor of Delhi
University on Monday.

The newly appointed V-C
said that he will try to ensure
that best quality education is
made available to everyone at
the university. Mr. Tyagi said
that he is seeking suggestions
from a wide section of people,
including those who know
about things “better” than him.

“The aim is to deliver the
best for the society and create
a platform that is open to all,”
Mr. Tyagi told reporters. When
asked about the controversies
that surfaced during the tenure
of his predecessor Dinesh
Singh, he said: “We should look
forward and focus our energies
on tomorrow.”

Mr. Tyagi said he had re-
ceived the order appointing
him as the new Delhi Universi-
ty V-C and that he would take
over after the process to re-
lieve him from his present
place of work is complete. He
has been appointed by the
HRD ministry for aterm of five
years after his name was cho-
sen from a panel of four per-
sons by President Pranab Muk-

Professor Yogesh
Tyagi is currently
the dean of Law
Faculty at South
Asian University

herjee, who is the Visitor of all
Central universities.

Mr. Tyagi holds a Ph.D. in le-
gal studies from JNU and LLM
in legal studies from Columbia
University. Other frontrunners
for the coveted post were DU
Professor Bidyut Chakrabarty;,
JNU professor Rameshwar
Nath Kaul Bamezai and former
IIT professor and UPSC mem-
ber Hemchand Gupta.

The search-cum-selection
committee, comprising UGC
chairman Ved Prakash, former
CAG Vinod Rai and former
chairman of the Union Public
Service Commission DP Agra-
wal had shortlisted the four
names in December. The ap-
pointment of the DU V-C was
pending for three months
since Dinesh Singh demitted
office on October 28.

Among the tasks cut out for
the incumbent are a number of
important appointments like
that of the principals of Hindu
College, Shri Ram College of
Commerce and Hansraj Col-
lege have to be decided soon.
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militates against the very s

Karrana KANNABIRAN

We live in strange and diffi-
cult times. The elected na-
tional government, holding
office under an oath of alle-
giance to the Indian Consti-
tution, proclaims commit-
ment repeatedly, and without exception to
“Bharat Ma”, the Hindu scriptures and di-
vine intervention. It governs in the name
of Hindutva and criminalises all dissent
using the slogan of “national interest”, by
which it means the interest of the Hindu
Rashtra.

Freedom of speech, freedom of associ-
ation and freedom to organise are guaran-
teed as fundamental rights under the Con-
stitution. The right of dissent and
agitation are ingrained in the fundamental
rights. The Constitution sets out a plural
framework and refuses any scope to de-
fine the country in religious terms. The
national interest in this scheme is consti-
tutional rule. To recall B.R. Ambedkar, it is
only constitutional morality that must
guide the government, not any whimsical
invocation of narrow-minded, parochial
figureheads and mythical characters.

It is time to remind the holders of public
office that once they have formed govern-
ment, whatever their personal politics
might be, they are constrained to rule in
strict accordance with the constitutional
framework. Mere assumption of political
power does not confer the power to propa-
gate narrow party and supra party ideolo-
gies in derogation of constitutional princi-
ples. It isamatter of deep regret that today
we have actually fallen to the level where
even this simple fact needs to be stated.

Tolerance of intolerance

It is our right as citizens of this free
country to question the government, to
question arbitrary and capricious rule,
and to organise against injustice and de-
mand the supremacy of the Constitution
above all else. For us to allow the untram-
melled use of the charge of sedition to
quell dissent and freedom of expression
amounts, to reiterate Amartya Sen’s
words, to being too tolerant of intolerance.
Indeed, Iwould evensay that it amounts to
us abdicating our collective responsibility
to uphold the Indian Constitution. It is
time to recall Mahatma Gandhi’s historic
defence of seditious speech: “..I have no
desire whatsoever to conceal from this
court the fact that to preach disaffection
towards the existing system of govern-
ment has become almost a passion with
me... T hold it to be a virtue to be disaffect-
ed towards a Government which, in its to-
tality, has done more harm to India than
any previous system” (Mahatma Gandhi
before Judge Broomfield, March 10, 1921).
= -—
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What is a university?

Vice chancellors hold charge of the university in trust. To give the police a free hand

y . T

pirit of the university as a space for

-

critical engagement

L

“It is our right as citizens to question the government, to question arbitrary rule, and to organise against injustice.” Picture shows
JNU students demanding the release of JNUSU president Kanhaiya Kumar in New Delhi. — PHOTO: R. V. MOORTHY

We have come full circle.

The orchestrated trigger for the Bharati-
ya Janata Party parliamentarians and the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad in both
the University of Hyderabad and in Jawa-
harlal Nehru University was student pro-
test and debate against the death penalties
awarded to Yakub Memon and Afzal Guru.
These are issues that have already been
subjected to public debate and they con-
sist of two parts: first, whether the death
penalty constitutes judicial murder; sec-
ond, whether Memon and Guru were giv-
en a fair trial. The debate has involved a
close study of jurisprudence, international
human rights standards and the fair con-
duct of the trials. A sizeable section of in-
tellectuals and human rights defenders
from across the country expressed the
view that the death penalty without ex-
ceptionviolates the constitutional guaran-
tee of the right to life. Others held the firm
beliefthat both Guru and Memon were ex-
ecuted without a fair trial. This is a debate
that must be carried out, not only in this
case but in every case where the death
penalty is ordered. There was even a de-
bate on this very question following the
December 16, 2012, gang rape in Delhi and
before the Justice J.S. Verma Committee.
While the victim’s parents demanded the
death penalty in the rape case, in the case
of the assassination of former Prime Min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi, Congress President So-
nia Gandhi herself wrote to President K.R.
Narayanan requesting clemency for those
convicted for killing her husband. These
are difficult, heart-wrenching, but neces-

No repressive clampdown
can suppress the flow of
ideas, questions and
fundamental interrogations
of the meaning of justice

sary debates and no repressive clamp-
down can suppress the flow of ideas, ques-
tions and fundamental interrogations of
the meaning of justice.

Asking questions

Animportant part of education, particu-
larly higher education, is to learn to ask
questions and to develop the capacity for
disobedience and reasoned arguments.
What is the promise of the university? Lest
we forget: “Where the mind is without
fear/ and the head is held high/ Where
knowledge is free/ Where the world has
not been broken up into fragments by nar-
row domestic walls/ Where words come
out from the depth of truth/ Where tire-
less striving stretches its arms towards
perfection/ Where the clear stream of rea-
son has not lost its way/ Into the dreary
desert sand of dead habit/ Where the
mind is led forward by thee/ Into ever-
widening thought and action/ Into that
heaven of freedom, my Father, Let my
country awake.”

Vice chancellors (VC) hold charge of
the university in trust — not of political
powers but of the university community in
which students are the core. To call in the
police or act on their advice and abdicate

N = N

responsibility, or to give the police a free
hand militates against the very spirit of the
university as a space for critical engage-
ment and free-flowing debate. The reduc-
tion of the position of VC to being a watch-
dog of the government is a danger of
unimaginable magnitude and destructive
of the fabric of higher education — the
structure will determine form, content,
possibilities and importantly, futures.

Finally, back to the question of national
interest. The Akhil Bharatiya Hindu Ma-
hasabha observed Republic Day as a
“black day” in Meerut and has been con-
sistently organising protests against the
Constitution of India. The leaders of this
group have also declared their intention to
install a statue of Nathuram Godse. This
was a public show of strength in the ser-
vice of a Hindu Rashtra widely reported in
national newspapers — but clearly none of
our ministerial compatriots saw this ei-
ther as an assault on national interest or as
an incitement to violence. Yet, when Ro-
hith Vemula organised a protest against
the execution of Memon and JNU stu-
dents’ union president Kanhaiya Kumar
spoke out indefence of the Constitution of
India, our parliamentarians and ministers
rose to defend “the nation”.

Which nation is this? Whose country?
To end with Faiz Ahmad Faiz: “Hum dek-
henge, laazim hai ki hum bhi dekhenge...”

(Kalpana Kannabiran is Professor

and Director, Council for Social
Development, Hyderabad. She is an
alumna of the University of Hyderabad
and of JNU.)

Page 8 of 16



Page 9 of 16

Times Of India ND 16/02/2016  P-18




Page 10 of 16

Hindustan Times ND 16/02/2016 P-04




Page 11 of 16

Mail Today ND 16/02/2016 P-22,23




Page 12 of 16

Hindustan Times ND 16/02/2016 P-22




Page 13 of 16

'65% enrolments for IIM MOOCsSs are international’

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/65-enrolments-for-11M-MQOQOCs-are-
international/articleshow/50989678.cms

Bengaluru: The lIM-Bangalore's tie-up with edX platform to offer students world-class education free of cost
has many takers from foreign countries. Almost 65% of enrolments are international students while the rest
are Indians. Of the 90,000 to 1 lakh foreign learners, 15% are from the US, 3% from Europe and 1.2% from
African nations.

The Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) allows students to sit in the comfort of their homes and attend
classes of faculty at top universities worldwide.

"MOOC is the new digital learning technology which can be used by young Indian professionals and students.
It'll change the face of higher education in India. It can be made accessible to colleges in Tier 2 and Tier 3
colleges and in places where it's not available. Today, every student has a smart phone but she does not know
about MOOCs or is not encouraged to take it up. In rural areas, there is tremendous young talent and a thirst
to learn, but there's no internet connectivity. We'll collate the success stories of Indian students who attend
MOOCs and share them to encourage others," IIM-B director Sushil Vachani said.

"We did a special session on MOOCs in some Hubballi colleges and educated them about it. Parents too
should understand that MOOCs is not a substitute for education but a supplement," he added

Great! Hope this is going to help students. Each and every MP/MLA should take session from IIT's.Nazeer Khan

"There's a wide range of professionals from CEOs to engineers taking MOOCs. They also come from
unconventional backgrounds like store owners in operations management," Ramya Srinivasan, manager,
IIMBX, said.

IIM-B recently announced a one-day faculty development programme. This aims to enhance their skills in
imparting management education in their business schools by blending MOOCs with in-class facilitation and
teaching.

Campus revolution under Smriti Irani, BHU to hire experts to
teach students about ill-effects of western culture

http://www.jantakareporter.com/india/campus-revolution-under-smriti-irani-bhu-to-hire-experts-to-teach-
students-about-ill-effects-of-western-culture/38025

As part of the ongoing ‘revolution’ across campuses under Union HRD Minister, Smriti Irani, the Banaras
Hindu University has come up with ‘path-breaking’ idea to arm its students with incredibly enlightening
knowledge i.e. the evils of western culture.

If the Indian Express report is anything to go by, then the university, which has 33,000 students enrolled for
various courses, is all set to include a special orientation campaign to make students aware of the “ill-effects of
western culture” as part of its ongoing year-long centennial celebrations.
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BHU’s Public Relation Officer Rajesh Singh told the newspaper that the campaign’s objective was “to make
students aware of what is right and what is wrong.”

The idea is a brainchild of the university Vice Chancellor, GC Tripathi, who blames the western phenomena
such as the Valentine’s Day celebrations for many prevalent evils in Indian society.

Tripathi said that Valentine’s Day should not be celebrated on the BHU campus as it formed part of the western
culture.

Teams of professors have been entrusted with the responsibilities to visit hostels classes and any areas on the
campus, where students gather to lecture them on moral values ethics.

What’s more, the university has sought the services of ‘non-BHU intellectuals’ , who will frequently dine with
students in the hostels and visit them for orientation

Singh said that vulnerable students would also be urged to “remain alert” about the ill-effects of the western
culture such as “live-in relationships” and “misuse of Internet.”

“A skill development centre has also been established where students will be taught about Yoga, meditation and
personality development,” the university PRO was quoted by the paper.

IIT — B records 99 species during Campus Bird Count

http://www.iamin.in/en/mumbai-north-east/news/iit-%E2%80%93-b-records-99-species-during-campus-bird-count-
85312

Grey Headed Swamphen at lIT-B Pic Courtesy: Madhushri Mudke

99 species of birds were spotted at 11T-B by groups of bird watchers while participating in the second edition of
Campus Bird Counts 2016 in collaboration with the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC).
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The Indian Institute of Technology (I1T-B) has been a hotspot for spotting maximum number of different bird
species during the annual bird count event. The bird count that started on February 12 will conclude on
Febraury 15.

A group of over 20 bird watchers participated in the bird count at 11'T-B campus. 55 species of birds were
documented near I1T-B Boat House Road. Few of the birds like, Lesser-whistling Duck, Flycatchers, Little
Cormorant, Asian Pied Starling, Grey-headed Swamphen, Red-Vented Bulbul were spotted near 1IT-B campus.

: Indian Spot Billed Duck

The bird count was taken at three different locations in T including IIT-B campus (99 bird species), 1IT-B
Boat House Road (45 birds species) and Powai Lake (55 birds species).

As per the bird watchers, there has been an increase in the number of campus bird counts this year. From
Mumbai, the bird count happened at various institutions like 1IT-B, St. Xavier’s College, Bhavan’s College,
Symphony at Chandivali and others.

According to the e-bird data, Maharashtra is at the fourth place for the bird count this year.

Talking about the bird count at I11T-B campus, Madhushri Mudke, who participated in the bird count event said,
“The campus is connected to the Powai Lake and Sanjay Gandhi National Park because of which many
different species of common as well as migratory birds are spotted in and around the campus. 20 to 25 people
joined the group to spot birds in the I1T-B area during the weekend. Many migratory birds and flycatchers can
be spotted near the 11T-B Boat House and Powai Lake area during the winter season.”

Asian Pied Starling at IIT-B

“It is good to see many people coming forward and showing their interest in watching birds and helping to
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document them. The event is a conservation model which is helpful in creating more awareness about the birds
among the citizens. Earlier, the bird watchers used equipments like binocular for the bird count but now people
come up with cameras too. It is good to see people coming together, form groups and socialize with each other
while documenting the birds in our surrounding,” said Mudke, co-ordinator of Campus Bird Count.

Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC)
The other places in Mumbai where the bird counts were conducted apart from institutes include Bhandup
Pumping Station (27 birds species), Lokhandwala Mangroves at Andheri West (34 birds species).



